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desk. While Mark was up there, Barry took
Mark’s pencil-box and hid it behind the
books in the corner. He dropped Mark’s
woolly on the floor and trod a huge
footprint on it. And when Mr Fairway went
out to fetch some more paper, Barry stood
on his chair and announced that Mark
gave walking-funny lessons every
Saturday morning down at Marigold’s
smelly old church.

Marigold just sat there pretending she
wasn’t listening. But Mark took the chance
of Mr Fairway being out of the room to
crash about, trying to find his pencil-box.

‘Sit down!” Mr Fairway said when he
came back. ‘I’'m sick of telling you, Mark!
Stay at your desk!’

‘But -
‘No buts. Just sit there, please, and stop
disturbing everyone.’

Celeste rose to her feet.

‘I think you ought to know —’ she began
to explain.

But Mr Fairway had had enough.

‘Sit down, Celeste,” he said. “When I
want your opinion, I’ll ask for it.’

Celeste sat down. All afternoon she
never spoke a word. Mr Fairway smiled at
her several times, trying to cajole her into
answering questions he knew perfectly well
she could get right. Each time she coldly
turned her face away and gazed pointedly
out of the window:. Every few minutes she
glanced at her watch, and drummed her
fingers lightly on the desk top.

Mr Fairway was as glad as the rest of
them when the last bell rang.

Out in the corridor, Barry Hunter
pushed his way over to Celeste. You could
tell from the look on his face that he

was going to pay her out for trying to tell
on him.
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Mark’s face went scarlet.

‘’'m not weird!’

‘Well, you’re not normal, are you?’
taunted Barry. He poked Mark in the chest,
and peered closely at his face through the
thick bottle glasses, as if he were looking at
some insect through a microscope. ‘No. You
couldn’t say you were normal.’

Suddenly Celeste was there, between
the two of them.

‘And you are, are you?’ she demanded.

She turned to everyone in the corridor
— not just the people from their own class,
but everyone else who was shuffling into the
cloakrooms.

‘Who wants to be normal, if normal’s
like Barry Hunter? Barry Hunter’s a bully!
He’s spiteful and horrid! He steals and
hides things! He’s a slyboots and his only
real pleasure comes from making the

people round him wunhappy! So who

wants to be normal?’

She gazed round.

‘Come on! Speak up! Say if you want
to be normall’

The dead silence in the corridor spread
to the cloakrooms on either side. Everyone
was watching Barry Hunter and Celeste.
But no one said a word.

‘Right!” Celeste yelled, turning back to
him. ‘Now you know, don’t you! No one in
this whole school wants to be normal, if
being normal means being like you!’

Dumbstruck, the whole school éoﬂnrmm
as she slammed out.

Barry Hunter shrugged.

‘She’s mad,” he announced. ‘She’s
completely off her rocker. I reckon she’s
even more weird than Mark the Martian.
She ought to be locked up.’

One or two of them caught his eye,

but nobody grinned or nodded. Nobody






. Marigold turned away. .l black book, writing the date and time

~ neatly in the margin, then everything that
_ happened, down to the fact that Marigold

 was crying.

 Celeste ignored ber,
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