
 

Little Green Junior School Reading Curriculum Map 2017.18 

The children are taught reading daily through a mixture of whole class, guided group work and independent reading time. All children will 

read from a wide range of fiction genres (both whole texts and extracts), non-fiction, poetry and digital texts. Reading skills will be applied 

across the curriculum. 

The following table outlines the progression of the seven reading skills learnt throughout the school.  

Reading 

Domain 

Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Vocabulary  uses knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes to read 

unfamiliar words 

 identifies new vocabulary and 

sentence structure and 

discusses to develop 

understanding 

 applies word reading knowledge 

to infer meaning of unfamiliar 

words 

 notes examples of descriptive 

language and explains the mood 

or atmosphere they create. 

 identifies how authors use 

precise vocabulary to meet the 

intended purpose/effect e.g. 

They slipped into the room 

unnoticed 

 uses a range of strategies to 

identify the meaning of new 

vocabulary 

 identifies examples of effective 

description that evoke time or 

place commenting both on word 

and sentence choice 

 uses a range of strategies to 

understand the meaning of new 

vocabulary 

 analyses, and explains the 

impact of,  authors’ techniques 

and use of language e.g. 

expressive or figurative 

language, range of sentence 

structure, repetition etc 

Retrieving  refers back to the text for 

evidence when explaining 

 uses contents pages and 

indexes to locate, retrieve 

and record information from 

non-fiction texts 

 retrieves information from text 

where there is competing 

(distracting) information 

 identifies key words and phrases 

as evidence when making a point 

 identifies the way descriptive 

language and small details are 

used to build an impression of an 

unfamiliar place 

 identifies figurative and 

expressive language that builds a 

fuller picture of a character 

 identifies figurative and 

expressive language that builds a 

fuller picture of a character 

 comments on how a character is 

built and presented, referring to 

dialogue, action and description 

 comments on use of language 

using terminology including 

onomatopoeia, metaphor, 

personification 

 identifies how the author signals 

change in the narration, time and 

place and notes the effect that 

this has on them as the reader 

 retrieves information, 

referring to more than one 

place in the text, and where 

there is competing 

(distracting) information 

 recognises how the author of 

non-fiction texts expresses, 

sequences and links points 

 explains how poets and other 

writers create shades of 

meaning, justifying own views 

with reference to the text 

[leads to full statement in 

additional criteria] 



Reading 

Domain 

Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Summarising  summarises main ideas from a 

text 

 begins to identify themes 

across texts e.g. friendship, 

good and evil, bullying 

 explains and justifies an opinion 

on the resolution of an 

issue/whole narrative 

 summarises the main ideas of 

texts, including non-fiction 

 summarises main ideas from 

more than one text to support 

note taking 

 summarises competing views 

 analyses dialogue at certain 

points in a story and 

summarises its purpose e.g. to 

explain plot, show character 

and relationships, convey mood 

or create humour 

Inferring  suggests reasons for actions 

and events 

 infers characters’ feelings, 

motives, behaviour and 

relationships based on 

descriptions and their actions 

in the story 

 identifies with characters 

and makes links with own 

experiences when making 

judgements about the 

characters’ actions 

 justifies their views about 

what they have read 

 identifies how settings are 

used to create atmosphere 

e.g. what words/phrases in 

this description indicate that 

bad things might be about to 

happen in this place? 

 identifies techniques used by 

the author to persuade the 

reader to feel sympathy or 

dislike 

 justifies opinions of particular 

characters and/or settings 

 distinguishes between fact and 

opinion 

 makes deductions about 

characters’ motives and feelings 

and explain whether their 

behaviour was predictable or 

unexpected 

 explores alternative outcomes to 

an issue 

 analyses dialogue, making 

judgements about the extent to 

which characters reveal their 

true feelings or motives 

 

 provides evidence of characters 

changing during a story and 

discusses possible reasons where 

reasons are not obviously stated 

in the text 

 recognises that characters may 

have different perspectives in 

the story 

 considers the time and place 

where a story is set and looks 

for evidence of how that affects 

characters’ behaviour and/or 

plot development 

 explores in-depth the meaning of 

particular multi-layered 

(figurative) word/phrases, 

deciding what effect the author 

most probably intended on the 

reader and justifying this with 

further evidence from the text 

 analyses dialogue at certain 

points in a story and 

summarises its purpose e.g. to 

explain plot, show character 

and relationships, convey mood 

or create humour 

 distinguishes between implicit 

and explicit points of view 

 explains the intent of the 

author e.g. explains how the 

author has tried to manipulate 

the emotions/bias of the 

reader 

  

Predicting  predicts what might happen 

from details stated and can 

indicate the 

strength/likelihood of their 

prediction being correct 

 

 

 

 predicts on the basis of mood or 

atmosphere how a character will 

behave in a particular setting 

 Identifies whether changes in 

characters met or challenged 

the reader’s expectations 

 



Reading 

Domain 

Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Authorial 

Intent 

 evaluates effectiveness of 

texts (stepping stone to 

deepening statement) e.g. 

discusses words and phrases 

that capture the reader’s 

imagination 

 

 understands how authors use a 

variety of sentence 

constructions 

 explains the decisions that the 

author has made in setting up 

problems for the characters and 

choosing how to resolve them 

 summarises main ideas from 

more than one text to support 

note taking 

 justifies agreement or 

disagreement with narrator’s 

point of view when evaluating a 

text 

Comparing   comments on differences 

between what characters say 

and what they do 

 Identifies balanced or biased 

viewpoints and discuss texts 

which explore more than one 

perspective on an issue 

 Checks whether viewpoint 

changes in the story 

 explains how a personal 

response has altered at various 

points across a text as the 

narrative viewpoint changes e.g. 

‘I didn’t like this character at 

the beginning because …. but 

now I understand why 

 


